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WELCOME
Welcome to the first edition of MMT News,  a new publication 
from MMT Mining Services.   We hope that you find this short 
publication both interesting and informative.  At MMT Mining 
Services we’d like you to get to know us better, so that you can 
translate this knowledge to more productivity in your workplace 
in relation to suspension seats and seating products.

In this inaugural edition we focus on safety and our involvement in 
the CME Safety Conference held at the Perth Convention Centre, 
we talk about our rebranding to MMT Mining Services and the 
rationale behind this, we showcase the industry leading quality 
of the ISRI product, and finally we showcase our development of 
Buddy seats in the Komatsu PC8000.   

We would like to thank you for your support and business.  We 
look forward to our continuing relationship in the years ahead. 



In our quest to ensure that we not only support safe practices in both 
ours and our customers workplace, but to also support the industry 
in its endeavours directed towards safety, MMT Mining services was 
recently a Workshop Sponsor at the Chamber of Minerals & Energy 
2011 Safety & Health Conference.  

Held at the Perth Convention & Exhibition Centre, the conference 
provided an opportunity for many of industry’s leading health and 
safety professionals to share ideas and showcase their work in 
relation to safety.  Employing a theme of “Engage, Empower, Entrust 
:  Steps to Safety Success”, the conference  ‘focused on the premise 
that efficient and effective management should foster collaboration 
between employers and employees to transform the way health and 
safety is delivered in the workforce”. 

Of particular interest, MMT Mining Services sponsored two 
Workshop Sessions run by Dr Nigel Marks who is an Associate 
Professor at the Nanochemistry Research Institute based at Curtin 
University of Technology.  The sessions were run around the concept  
“Fear of the unknown – Communicating Complex Ideas.”  These 
two (2) one hour sessions were attended by over 200 people and 
portrayed how easy it is within the safety industry to present ideas 
in a complex fashion.  Further the session addressed how is it of 

particular importance when relating ideas of safety, to present them 
in a simple fashion so that everyone can understand them and act 
upon them.

MMT Mining Services has stated it’s intention to be the No 1 
supplier in relation to OHS compliance for suspension seating in 
Western Australia.  To achieve this end, all MMT Mining Services 
staff have completed a number of safety and training courses  to 
ensure they have the relevant skills and knowledge to successfully 
carry out their duties.  Further, our OHS policies are based on those 
same policies as implemented by our customers and industry leaders 
such as WesTrac, Rio Tinto, BHP, Alcoa and FMG.  In recognition 
of our commitment to safety we were recently awarded a Highly 
Commended Finalist at the 2010 Worksafe Safety Achievers Awards.

However we don’t merely believe in the safety-is-good-for-business-
because-it-prevents-losses formula.   We have carried out extensive 
work to understand our customer base and our target market better 
and as a result, we understand that safety and occupational health 
is an integral part of how the industry as a whole defines value,  and 
at MMT Mining Services, we are all about providing Value to our 
customers.



The name MMT Mining Services 
has recently been borne out of a 
rebranding strategy by Modern 
Motor Trimmers.  The company 
itself commenced operations 
in early 1992, and at the time 
was not unlike many trimming 
businesses, we focused on the 
development of canvas seat 
covers and the repair and 
restoration of suspension seats 
and general trimming.

As the years progressed, we 
found ourselves dealing more 
and more with the companies 
from within the Minerals and 
Energy industries.  As a result, 
the business gravitated towards 
providing services to satisfy 
the needs of this market which 
culminated in our development 
of the first cut away reclining 
seat for the underground mining 
industry. 

As a result of our business focus 
on customers within the Mining 
and Construction industries, 
it was decided to re-brand 
ourselves

The physical aspects of this 
rebranding will be a gradual 
process over the next 6 months 
where you will still see items 
such as vehicles and uniforms 
moving over from the current 
Modern Motor Trimmers 
insignia.  

While the name has changed, 
you can expect to receive the 
same great service that you have 
come to expect from us.

REBRANDINGKOMATSU 
PC8000 
Buddy Seat

Gary Giles of Komatsu Australia says that in 
late 2009, he charged MMT Mining Services 
with the task of finding an innovative way of 
improving the existing configuration of the 
buddy seat in the PC8000.   These 760 Tonne 
Komatsu excavators are one of the main 
production machines at the KCGM mine located 
in Kalgoorlie - Western Australia.  

Gary’s main concern with the previous 
configuration was twofold: 

 a) Occupational Health & Safety issues in relation to the design of the standard buddy seat.   
 The standard seat offered little comfort and had initially been designed for short periods of use.

 b)  The height of the seat prevented the user from sitting in a high enough position to  
 be able to maintain a good view outside the cab window.

Gary says that he provided MMT Mining Services with the brief to come up with a comfortable seat that 
would allow the Geologists travelling with the machine operator to comfortably see out of the windscreen 
in order to carry out their specialised duties.  This function was becoming more common place on the 
minesite.

The team at MMT Mining Services initially spent 3 months working internally to find a suitable solution 
for Komatsu.  Upon finalising their design,  MMT and Komatsu employed a collaborative approach in 
terms of onsite testing in order to refine the Buddy Seat configuration to the design that is being used 
today.  

The initial ‘pilot’ seat supplied to Komatsu that was fitted to the first 
PC8000 and has now been in operation for over 18 months.  Gary 
Giles says ”the initial unit that was supplied has now been running 
for over 18 months and everyone is happy with it – in fact now 
these seats are ordered in as a standard fit out”.  

In terms of the service and innovative approach offered by 
MMT Mining Services, Gary goes on to say, ”the service is 
good, they are good operators.  We have been working with 
MMT for many years, they are a good company to work 

with, they really know their stuff.”



INNOVATIONS
MMT Mining Services prides ourselves on being an innovative supplier 
of quality products to all of our customers.  Recently in response 
to client needs, we developed specialised Buddy Seats for both the 
Caterpillar 777F Mining Truck and the Komatsu PC8000 Hydraulic 
Excavator.

The main seats for mining trucks and excavators are in many cases 
manufactured to high standards in order to accommodate the 
health and comfort needs of the operator, whilst helping to foster an 
environment conducive to productivity. The use of suspension seating 
for the operator’s station is commonplace in the market today with 
brands such as ISRI offering the user unrivalled comfort and back 
support throughout the 12 hour working day. 

However the same cannot always be said for the buddy seat.  The use of 
the buddy seat in the mining environment has become more important 
due to the increased levels of training and OHS compliance that needs 
to be undertaken. This means that the buddy seat is called on for use 
over longer periods of time during any given work day. However, the 
same level of postural support is not offered in the typical buddy seat 

of mining trucks pre to 2009. The typical buddy seat comes in a flipped 
down configuration with no suspension system. Further, the standard 
cushioning offered is 30mm in comparison to the 60mm cushioning of 
the main seat. The back support is straight up and down and does not 
conform to the natural shape of the human spine. 

MMT Mining Services identified the need to offer a better product 
and as such we  developed a buddy seat that could match the main 
operators seat for comfort, back support and operator space. A 
number of prototypes were developed, each of which were subjected 
to exhaustive testing of its materials, durability and comfort features.  
The new buddy seat has been described as very comfortable to sit 
on with the effects reported for both short and long work shifts. The 
benefits from an Occupational Health & Safety perspective are driven 
home especially during long periods of use, where lower back pain 
and discomfort levels are reported as being minimised or eradicated 
altogether. The seat has been designed to suit any body shape. 
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